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25X1X l. During World War II oedstiffs to Soviet .ships e
oviet ship masters would nlvn.vs try te get l]l thay conld from us --
far in excess of actual meeds, This . ‘
couldn t see the necessity of oversupplyisg Seviet. ships vith items which o
even our military were short of, so a list 25X1X |
of norms per man per day per ship as follews: ' \ Do
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MERCHANT SHIPS
Commnditz
Breadstuffs 1.758
i Flour for cooking ~o43 .
; Groats 2220 04
Macaroni +110 y
Potato Flour WO1L |y
Butter W1 | .
Vegetable Oil 099 :
Miscellaneous Fats . .066 2
Milk and Milk Products (cheese) .110
Mest i ko
~Tea . _ ' .002
Cocoa or Coffee .01l
Potatoes and Vegetables 1,758 .
Dried Fruits J066
Fresh Fruits +330
Fruit Extract ~00k
salt .066
Miscellaneous Spices nncl Condiments .018
Fish Products ‘ 220
Sugar - S : ; .176
| Eggs | LN AR -
: Rice ) £ - :: -
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inmgluded meikts, plckias; flour, tewstoees, spices
and condiments <~ all supposedly to be used fer p's steres., Supplies were
supposed to be emough for a 90-day veyage. “Most of the ships were freighters,
such.&s the Leningrad. A few were icebreakers, such a&s- the Jesepk Stalin.

| -

These ships weuld come into port, léad ip: with emeugh steres te last them for
a year, amd return within a month cempleiely emply. Nét enly -weuld the foed
be gene, but also the repair kits snd ike limes (rope). Capiains weuld say
the items had been "lost or breken". It wiks comnek kpowledge-ameng those of
us who dealt with the Seviets that the sieres and -eguipnent had beem unloaded
in Soviet ports. Occasionally a Seviet seamga weuld remark that his ship hed
unlosded at Vliadivostok or another pert in that area.

Every Soviet ship I - cost one or two women members of
the crew, They were either _skip;gzjgﬂ,‘_mtggy er rad;‘.a operators.

A woman, mate on the Lemimgrad, told me thal oaly family mew were placed on
Soviet ships which visited US perts. ZYhis precantion was takem teo prevent the
crew from "jumping ship". The family acted as-a gusrantee for the return of
the crewman. All Soviet citizéns had the idea that the US was a Utopia; that
we had everything in ebundance.

On one occasion we had a large quantify of foed to store im the keld of the
ship, The officer in charge of the Seviet ship refused to let us load. A
friend of mine who had gone along with me to try to persmade the skipper to
load had a bottle of whiskey in his car. We offered the officers of the ship
a couple of drinks and after we had finished they told us the food would be
loaded. N

One method the Soviets used te obtain. as- mmek clothing ss they could was to
rotate the crews. A ship would come 1ite pert and the erew would be completely
outfitted at US expemse. Six weshs lafer the seme sbip weuld return to port
with an entirely new erev amd request cleihimg, They received the clothing as
requested just as they received every ether item they asked for..

If there was any delay or diffieculiy ia deliwering supplies the Soviets would
immediately get im toueh with Washiagien siad soen we wemld reeeive an order

to give them whatever they wimted., 'A% fimes it was agalnst eour graim to pamper
them, but they always had their way. We were required to furaish thes with
supplies that we weré short of ourselves or give them items that our own ships
were not able to get.
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